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Canceling classes for snow up to provost
By JONATHAN LINTNER

make.”
Amos said he had no idea — and
doubted other students did too — that
canceling classes is up to Emslie.
“I thought it was all Bob Skipper who
did that,” he said. “I didn’t even know if
Bob Skipper was a real person because
of the name, you know?”
It’s safe to say Emslie hasn’t had the
kindest of winters as his first on the Hill.
Class has been canceled four different
times on WKU’s main campus during
the 2010-2011 school year: morning
classes on Dec. 14, night classes on
Monday and Wednesday, and morning
classes on Thursday.
A single-day record 3.8 inches of
snow fell on Wednesday, eclipsing
the 3.1 inches that blanketed Bowling
Green on Feb. 9, 2010, according to the
National Weather Service.

news@chherald.com

More than 10 people liked Bowling
Green junior Josh Amos’ Facebook status Wednesday night posted in response
to an e-mail from Bob Skipper, director
of media relations, that class would be
starting at 12:45 p.m. on Thursday.
“And Bob Skipper has spoken. Thank
you Bob,” the status read.
Even though it’s Skipper who relays
the message, the decision to cancel class
is ultimately up to Gordon Emslie, provost and vice president for Academic
Affairs, who began his job on July 1 of
last year.
“We communicate the decision as
soon as we get it, and that’s the best we
can do,” Skipper said. “There are a lot
of factors that come into play in making
the decision to close or cancel classes.
It’s not a simple or easy decision to

ARMANDO SANCHEZ/HERALD

Louisville junior Lauren Snider and her friend Franklin sophomore Haley Mefford walk to the
Preston Center Wednesday afternoon after classes were let out due to the snow.

SEE PROVOST, PAGE 5

'Making a difference'
Greeks comprise more than 40 percent of student government
By MIKE STUNSON
news@chherald.com

By CAITLIN CARTER

Members of the Student Government Association insist a disproportionate number of Greeks
in the organization isn't a problem.
There are 21 members of
Greek organizations among
the 50 total members of SGA.
WKU’s Greek community consists of about 1,600 members,
said Charley Pride, director of
Student Activities and Organizations.
That means more than 40 percent of SGA is Greek while less
than 8 percent of WKU’s student
body is in a fraternity or sorority.
SGA President Colton Jessie
said Greeks play a large role in
the organization.
“I don’t think it is a bad thing
that so many Greeks are in SGA,”
said Jessie, who isn’t in a Greek
organization. “It doesn’t matter
what other organizations you’re
in as long as you are making a
difference, and most of the time
they are.”
Billy Stephens, director of
academic and student affairs for
SGA, said Greek members like
himself care about more than just
their respective fraternity or sorority.
“Most of us care a great deal
about the campus as a whole,”
said Stephens, a member of Sigma Chi fraternity and the Interfraternity Council.
SGA’s operating budget is
$121,335 for the 2010-2011
school year — money that comes
from tuition. The organization
distributes that money to various
student groups and has input on
many campus projects, notably
potential renovations to Downing
University Center.
Executive Vice President
Kendrick Bryan, who is not in a
fraternity, said members of the
Greek community in SGA add a
lot to the organization.
“I’m proud that one demographic is so involved,” he said.
Bryan said he’d like to see
representation from other demographics on campus, such as Gatton Academy, international and
grad students.

news@chherald.com

Recent studies have shown that stress
levels of incoming college freshmen are
at an all-time high.
Of more than 200,000 incoming fulltime college freshmen polled, 51.9 percent of students reported their emotional
health to be “above average,” according
to the Higher Education Research Institute at UCLA’s survey, “The American
Freshman: National Norms Fall 2010.”
This
number
dropped by 3.4
percent from 2009
and has decreased
by 11.5 percent percent of college
since 1985, when
freshmen who
emotional health
was first measured reported their
by the survey.
emotional health
Brian
Van to be "above
Brunt,
director
of the Counsel- average"
ing and Testing
Center, said this
increase in stress
can come from percent by which
multiple places.
He said freshmen that number has
encounter
more dropped since
stress when they 1985
first step foot on
campus today than
ever.
“Some students who are coming in
haven’t had the experiences of traveling,
living with someone else, the new food,
the requirements to complete all their
different syllabi and coursework,” Van
Brunt said. “They also have to learn any
schedules — learn the bus schedule. The
adjustment is a critical stressor for any
college student.”
With tuition increases each year and
the recent recession, Van Brunt, also
president of the American College Counseling Association, said there is also a
greater financial burden on students these
days.
“Though parents are helping out with
students on secondary things such as gas,
travel money, food and books, there’s less
money to go around,” he said.
Today, students owe more than $800
billion in student loans, according to a
CNBC report.

51.9

11.5

CHRIS WILSON/HERALD

There are four Greek presidents in the Student Government Association. They include (top left)
Danville junior Eric Smiley, Sigma Chi fraternity, (top right) Senior Diego Leal Ambriz, Alpha Tau
Omega fraternity, from Monterrey, Mexico, (bottom left) Bowling Green junior Katie Stillwell,
Omega Pi Alpha sorority, and (bottom right) Morganﬁeld senior Adam Sheridan, Pi Kappa Alpha
fraternity.

SGA membership

WKU student body
1,600

21
29
19.255

Student body enrollment is
as of fall 2010. Number of
Greeks in student body is approximate and from Charley
Pride, director of Student
Activities and Organizations.

Non-Greeks
Greeks
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Corbin junior Ashlee Sorke, left, has her photo taken with Fox News political commentator Juan Williams, center, Tuesday night after the
Black History Month Keynote Address given by Williams in the Downing University Center Theatre.
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Williams discusses state of race relations
By TAYLOR HARRISON
news@chherald.com

CRIME REPORTS
Reports
■ Meghan Kieta, Bemis Lawrence Hall,
reported on Feb. 7 that her camera was
stolen on Feb. 4 from the Pearce-Ford
Tower lot. The value of the theft was
$250.

Arrests
■ Ashton Adams, Bemis, was arrested
on Feb. 9 for disregarding a traffic control
device and DUI aggravated circumstances after her blue Honda Accord
was observed driving through a red light.
She was released the same day on an
unsecured bond.

Juan Williams, a political commentator for Fox News, spoke on Tuesday night
with what Hopkinsville freshman Erin
Spencer called “a different approach.”
“He told it through a story,” she said.
“I think it made people pay attention.”
Williams, who was fired from his job
at NPR last October for saying he gets
worried and nervous around Muslims on
airplanes, wasn’t at WKU to talk about
what he said on “The O’Reilly Factor.”
He was WKU’s keynote speaker for
Black History Month, and he made his
main topic current race relations.
But Williams made sure to lighten
the mood with a few jokes first, noting
that many students might have been at
a mostly crowded Downing University
Center Theatre on Tuesday night for

extra credit.
Williams had statistics prepared, but
he didn’t just list them off. Instead, he
began to tell a story.
He told the audience to imagine that
an elderly Martin Luther King Jr. came
running in, interrupting the speech to ask
about the current state of race relations.
“He captured my attention by encouraging us to live through the spirit of Martin Luther King,” said Anna Schreiner, a
Louisville freshman.
Williams used statistics about poverty,
the rise in single-parent households and immigration while keeping to the King story.
He continued to impress upon his
audience how shocked King would be
when shown how America has changed
— both in good and bad ways.
Williams also pointed to two very successful people to celebrate during Black
History Month: Oprah Winfrey and

Bill Cosby. However, he also said King
would not be impressed by current rap
music videos and shows such as “Flavor
of Love."
Louisville freshman Allison Riedling
said the speech taught her to respect diversity.
“It inspired me to be a better global
citizen,” Riedling said.
Williams also talked about the importance of thinking for yourself, not just relying on what others have to say.
“You can’t just get locked in a history
book,” he said.
Williams said most Americans tiptoe
around the issue of race.
“America has become the land of the
living dead when it comes to race,” he
said.
Williams ended his speech by encouraging the audience to “recognize that the
greatness of Dr. King lives in you.”
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MBA program planning trip to France
By HANNAH BUSHON
news@chherald.com

In January, three educational leadership doctoral students participated in
International Week at the University of
Lyon in France.
During International Week, 40 professors and practitioners from 17 countries meet to offer courses on international issues, according to a university
press release.
“Lyon University is the largest
business school in France,” said Bob
Hatfield, executive coordinator of the

STRESS
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

The survey by UCLA concluded that
53 percent of students use student loans
to help pay for college expenses and
73.4 percent of students have received
grants and scholarships — the highest
number since 2001.
After seeing such numbers, Van
Brunt said many graduating high school
seniors wonder if college is truly worth
the price.
Though statistics still show that
students are better off going to college,
they are finding it harder to believe
there’s a job out there waiting on the
other end, Van Brunt said.
“Some students now feel as though
it’s a gamble,” he said. “It’s a little
frustrating to see your friend making
$25,000 as a manager at Abercrombie
and Fitch at the mall while you’re
basically living in poverty while in
school.”
Kim Phillips, psychiatric nurse
practitioner at Health Services, said it’s
important that students learn to combat
stress in a healthy way.
“This means getting adequate sleep,
eating a healthy diet and exercising,”
she said.
Phillips said some students, when
stressed, will engage in risky behaviors
such as binge-drinking, drug abuse or
risky sexual behaviors.
“These unhealthy coping mechanisms
most always end up leading to an
increase in stress, which in turn may
lead to anxiety or depression,” she said.

MBA program at Gordon Ford College
of Business. “To put it in perspective,
they have 6,000 business students. We
have 2,000.”
Upon the success of the doctoral
student’s trip, Hatfield announced the
Professional MBA program hopes to
visit the University of Lyon in 2012.
Hatfield said some students from
Lyon will visit WKU this May, and
WKU students plan to travel to France
the following year to visit the University in Lyon, as well as businesses in
the area.
While details on the MBA program’s

Phillips said it is important for
students to seek out the services that
are available on campus if they begin to
feel stressed and overwhelmed, such as
Health Services and the Counseling and
Testing Center.
The Counseling and Testing Center,
which offers couples counseling, crisis
management and groups for anxiety and
lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender
issues has seen a 20 percent increase in
students each year, Van Brunt said.
“Some of that is from us from
growing and getting more outreach,
but more are those struggling with the
adjustment to college,” he said.
Louisville freshman Holly Rodgers
said she has felt stress heavily
throughout her first year as a college
student.
She said the stress stems from a
tough course load, large amounts of
homework and financial worries.
“Sometimes I get what I feel like is an
overload of homework to do,” Rodgers
said. “It’s sometimes tough to balance
everything else on top of that.”
Rodgers said she believes it’s
important to take time for herself when
her stress level rises.
“I like to go home and relax,” she
said. “It takes my mind off things.”
While her freshman year has been
tough stress-wise, Rodgers said she’s
optimistic that her remaining years
as a college student will become less
stressful.
“I feel like I’m experiencing more
now than I will in the future,” she said.
“I’m just now getting into the swing of
things.”

trip are still unclear, those involved
agree on its benefits.
Exploring
cultures,
especially
through business, will help MBA students understand more about the business world, said April Schleig, director
of MBA Admissions.
“There is a value in understanding
the global market,” she said.
The Cincinnati Enquirer reported
in January that Hatfield was a recent
finalist for a business dean opening
at Northern Kentucky University. But
Hatfield said he didn’t get the position
and, as a result, is staying put at WKU.

GREEK
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

“SGA strives to represent every student, and I can’t think of a better way
for that to happen than by featuring students from a number of different backgrounds,” he said.
“I would say we are doing better than
in previous years, but we still have work
to do.”
Wade Pierce, administrative vice
president for SGA as well as a member
of Lambda Chi Alpha fraternity, said
there has always been a large amount of
Greeks in SGA, but more so this year.
“It’s another way Greeks are showing their involvement — not only in the
Greek community but the campus as a
whole,” Pierce said. “They are trying
to help the whole campus, not just their
fellow brothers and sisters.”
Sixteen of the 21 Greek members
in SGA are men belonging to a fraternity. Stephens’ and Pierce’s fraternities,
Sigma Chi and Lambda Chi, account for
nine of those 16.
Four Greek presidents are involved in
SGA, including Katie Stillwell (Omega
Phi Alpha), Adam Sheridan (Pi Kappa
Alpha), Diego Leal Ambriz (Alpha Tau
Omega) and Eric Smiley (Sigma Chi).
Stephens said he and Smiley talk
about SGA often at their fraternity
house, which led other brothers to join.
“People would hear our conversations and seemed interested,” Stephens
said. “They wanted to know more about
what was going on, so we told them how
they could get involved.”

He’s been teaching at WKU since
2003 and originally earned his bachelor’s degree here before getting a law
degree from the University of Louisville and a doctoral degree in management from Indiana University.
“There’s not much of a story” to not
getting the NKU job — just that he’ll
now refocus on what’s going on at the
WKU business school and the new
study abroad agreement, Hatfield said.
“This agreement expands opportunities for students and faculty at both
institutions to visit and study in France
and the U.S.”

Pierce said he always tried to recommend some of his brothers to join SGA,
which he has been a part of since his
freshman year.
“Some of them approached me about
it, and some of them I gave a little extra
effort to in telling them it’d be a good
idea to join.”
Many Greek organizations require
their members to join another organization on campus, said Kaylee Egerer,
SGA campus improvements chairperson and a member of Alpha Omicron Pi
sorority.
“Whenever elections are coming up,
I always inform our girls, and a lot of
times they run,” Egerer said. “SGA is
full of people who like to get involved,
and you are more likely to find those
kind of people amongst the Greeks.”
Stillwell, secretary of the senate, also
said Greeks tend to be the most involved
students on campus.
“They have the most opportunity
to meet people,” she said. “Although I
appreciate each student, I think Greeks
may have a better feel of what goes on
in the community because we are really
informed about what’s going on.”
Members of SGA are either named as
a senator through an election on TopNet
or appointed by Jessie.
Stillwell said she understands the
concern that such a high portion of SGA
is Greek, but she said it’s a plus for the
organization.
“I think the Greeks in SGA now do
a good job of trying to look at the overall student body,” she said. “We try to
reach out to every student — not just the
Greeks.”
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EDITORIAL CARTOON

TOPS to classes being
canceled Wednesday
night and Thursday
morning.

Live in the
moment
I can remember an old high school
buddy’s senior yearbook quote giving
some very encouraging advice. It said
something along the lines of life not being easy; you’ll
stumble, make
mistakes, and
it will rain, but
there will also
be good times,
so when those
things
happen, you might
as well accept
ANGELA OLIVER
them,
grow
Rhyme & Reason
from them and
opinion@chherald.com
slide into first
base screaming,
‘Wow, what a ride.’ You have to find happiness despite the rain.
When hip-hop began to go mainstream with songs like Sugar Hill Gang’s
first classic, it was all about fun and seizing life, though the opening lyrics are
simple, infectious and reflective of what
fun, simple things can be. Since then,
hundreds of other hip-hop songs encourage living life to the fullest and taking
advantage of your younger years before
time slips away.
Since high school, that classmate has
died, along with a few others who graduated with me. Their young lives ended
before they had the chance to really live.
And much of hip-hop makes me realize
that fun should be a priority for us all.
Sure, we have serious responsibilities
that are inescapable — academics, jobs,
some have children. But it’s proven that
when you take a break from your routines
and have fun, endorphins are released,
and you become happier. A part of finding happiness is taking risks.
Monday morning, I flew to Michigan
to spend a few days at Crystal Mountain
for a travel writing assignment. Here, me
and a group of other journalists had a
press tour of everything northern Michigan has to offer.
I was a little nervous at first; I’m not
used to nor do I have proper attire for below-freezing temperatures. I have never
been able to manage in even the lightest
snow, and the closest I’ve ever gotten to
skiing is slipping down an icy sidewalk
on my way to class during sophomore
year.
But I figured, it might be a while before I had an opportunity like this again.
Why not? Why not try something new? I
might discover that I actually like it. And
I did. I made it to the intermediate slopes
on my first try. I rode a snowmobile
through the woods of northern Michigan.
And I did it all with a smile, knowing that
it was a stretch for me.
And I encourage you to try new things,
too. Never be afraid to exit your comfort
zone, even if it means getting over a fear
or maybe missing classes for a few days
(but not too often and only for good reason, of course).
We are too young to let our everyday
responsibilities overshadow our youth.
These are the best years of our lives; we
have a huge amount of freedom, an air
of invincibility and countless chances to
discover ourselves and readjust our goals
accordingly.
Live now, like Nas says. “There’s
no promise of a second time around…
we'll just live now, there’s no reason why
shouldn’t, everything is up to you, all you
gotta do is just live.”
Take that advice. And when it seems
a gray cloud is hovering over you, find
happiness. Take a chance. Dance joyfully
in the rain.

BOTTOMS to the
roads being so dangerous.

TOPS to all the love on
Valentine's Day.

BOTTOMS to all the love
on Valentine's Day.

BOTTOMS to the disappointing Super Bowl
commercials this year.
Aren't these supposed
to be the best of the
best?

herald
COMMENTARY

Recent Herald editorial about
athletic marketing misleading
Your recent editorial entitled “Pack the
House — Home games should be marketed better to students” was inaccurate,
misleading, and omitted several relevant
facts.
First, the Lady Topper Spread the Red
Education Game was about much more
than “seeing kids having fun” at the game
as you stated. This event culminated a
month in which the information surrounding the game was used as a teaching tool.
Also, many of the elementary school students who attended the game were visiting a college campus for the first time in
their life, certainly a worthwhile experience.
The editorial suggested we should do
more to target students on campus and
suggested we send “an e-mail a day or
two before home games.” That would be
nice; however, the WKU Mass Student
E-mail Request Instructions found online
clearly indicate that the WKU Athletics
department is only allowed two e-mails
per term. We are not allowed to send a
mass e-mail to students before all home
games as you suggest, as we must follow
the same rules as the rest of the campus
departments.
You mentioned teams could help promote by going door to door and around
to tables in Fresh Foods. Well, we already
do this. The soccer, volleyball, football,
men’s and women’s basketball teams
have already been out on campus during
their season with handbills, t-shirts, and
other items to promote certain games.
You mention we should be stronger
in our methods of promoting games on

campus than sticky notes and yard signs.
These are hardly the only means we use
to promote games. We place individual
sport posters and schedule cards in dorms
and all major parts of campus for the
entire school year; game-day flyers go
up on campus; Big Red makes frequent
appearances on campus; we use two Big
Red dry erase boards to promote upcoming games in both the bookstore and Garrett; we email the Code Red student group
before games; and, we sponsor luncheons
with RA’s, did a free t-shirt for them in
the fall, and they in turn help us promote
games in their halls. We also use Twitter
and Facebook to reach out to students on a
frequent basis. Additionally, our coaches
and staff speak to Greek organizations,
we keep SGA informed of our games, and
we purchase ads in the Herald for special
events. The Code Red student group that
we developed is a new group of over 350
members that received a free t-shirt and
red towel for signing up online.
Our students are an integral component
of all that we do, and we are always striving to improve all aspects of our events
to make them more entertaining and enjoyable for students. And, we certainly
appreciate you devoting an editorial on
WKU Athletic Marketing. However, it
would be helpful if your editorials were
based on the facts, as this one certainly
was not. Thank you for your time, and
Go Toppers!
Lindsay Thomas
Assistant athletic director for
marketing and ticket sales
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White Castle offers ‘ﬁne dining’ for Valentine’s Day
By ELIZABETH BEILMAN
news@chherald.com

Students who are looking for an
inexpensive way to spend Valentine’s
Day can dine together at White Castle.
The fast food restaurant is offering
a special “fine dining” experience for
couples at WKU and in the Bowling
Green community, according to a press
release.
Reservations can be made via phone
between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. through Feb.
14.
Dave Williams, manager of the
White Castle at 3039 Scottsville Road,
said along with a “candlelit dinner, a
special menu and a white linen table
with a fresh-cut flower arrangement,
we provide a table-side service with
chocolate and mints.”
He also said they give couples a free
digital photo available on the website.

“We’ve got a memorial — something they can remember,” he said.
The local White Castle has been offering this dining opportunity for three
years, Williams said.
Jamie Richardson, vice president
of government and corporate relations
for White Castle, said the tradition has
been withstanding nationwide for the
past 20 years.
“White Castle has hosted this special
Valentine’s Day dinner for our most
loyal and romantic cravers,” Richardson said in a press release. “Love is always in the air at White Castle.
“A good number of our customers
have met, shared a first date or even
got married at White Castle restaurant.”
The restaurant is also offering a
“Sweetheart Meal Deal” coupon available to Facebook users.
Clarksville graduate student Casey

Arriaga said she would be open to
spending Valentine’s Day at White
Castle with her husband, who is in
Iraq, if he were in town because of the
“unconventional” experience.
“I wouldn’t go, but if he were home,
sure. Why not?” Arriaga said. “It’s funny — something different.”
Kelsii Gerber, a graduate student
from Austin, Texas, said she would
prefer to eat “something that wasn’t
fast food.”
“It doesn’t seem romantic at all,”
she said.
Established in Wichita, Kansas, the
restaurant is celebrating 90 years of
business this year. White Castle has
more than 400 locations in 11 states,
according to the press release.
The restaurant is known as the first
fast food hamburger chain in the nation, according to the press release.

Love is always in the
air at White Castle. A
good number of our
customers have met,
shared a first date or
even got married at
White Castle restaurant."
—JAMIE RICHARDSON
Vice president of government and corporate relations for Whiite Castle

PROVOST
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Orchesta Kentucky plays
Valentine's concert this weekend

Orchestra Kentucky, a professional orchestra in
Bowling Green, is coming to Van Meter Hall this weekend to celebrate Valentine’s Day with their concert
“Endless Love.”
The orchestra combines a 24-piece orchestra with a
rock band and singers, said Jeff Reed, music director
for the orchestra.
This weekend, they will be performing classic love
songs from the 1960s through the 1990s, including
songs from artists such as Eric Clapton, Huey Lewis
and the News and Aretha Franklin, he said.
“The songs will be record copies,” Reed said.
“They’ll sound as close to the recorded song as possible
without the original band being there.”
He said the concert will be a “high-energy event”
that is open to everyone, including students.
“If students like the music of their parents, they’ll
love it,” Reed said.
The concert will be tonight and Saturday at 8 p.m., he
said. Tickets are $26 to $36, depending on seat location.
The concert is the last one in Orchestra Kentucky’s
annual Retro Series that celebrates great songs from the
past, he said.
“There are different kinds of love songs,” said Reed.
“Breaking up songs… love at first sight, songs about
having been in love with somebody after the relationship is over. There are a lot of different topics for love
songs to be about.”
—Kevin Allen

SGA hearing positive feedback
on DUC renovations

At Tuesday’s Student Government Association
meeting:
■ Chief of Staff Charlie Harris said he has heard
generally positive remarks and feedback about
Downing University Center renovation plans. SGA
is in DUC this week raising awareness about the
project.
■ Administrative Vice President Wade Pierce reviewed the up-to-date budget. The budget shows a
total of $79,047.45 has been spent this year out of the
$121,335 in their budget.
■ Cory Dodds, Director of Information Technology, said he is in the process of building an off-campus housing website which SGA will host.
■ The senate approved a bill that will give $500
for the funding of International Night, which will be
April 22. The money was taken from general senate
funding.
■ Kateri Rhodes, Alex Wheaton and Joshua Rodriguez were sworn in as new senators for SGA.
Daniel Shaw was appointed as the new Public Relations Committee Chair.
■ Another bill was approved that will give $495
to purchase 30 Praxis series test prep books. The
books will be donated to the Educational Resources
Center in Gary Ransdell Hall. This amount was also
taken from general senate funding.
—Mike Stunson

Emslie was out of the office on Thursday for meetings
in Frankfort and unavailable for comment in this story.
It’s assumed a university provost will be busy, and that’s
why Deborah Wilkins, chief of staff and general counsel,
said she and other school officials always keep Emslie up
to date on weather as it happens.
Wilkins said WKU officials keep an eye on Bowling
Green city schools, as well as the short-term forecast
before Emslie makes a “judgment call.”
“He makes a pretty informed decision once he makes
it,” Wilkins said.
As for WKU’s campuses in Owensboro, Hardin
County and Glasgow, Wilkins said it’s up to individual
directors at those locations to close campus.
In the future, Amos said he would like to see a decision
made about WKU’s Bowling Green campuses just as
quickly as one is made at regional campuses.
“I think they should do it faster,” he said. “We got all
the notifications for the Glasgow campus and E-Town
campus and stuff like that first.”
Wilkins said the decision is sometimes delayed
because when canceling classes on campus, officials also
have to keep in mind the students who live there. All
dining areas closed on Wednesday by 7 p.m., with most
shutting down before that.
And as for the thought that it takes an injury to a
student to have class canceled, Wilkins said that’s not the
case.
“We have so many elderly trees, and a limb could
fall out of them at any time. Plus we have a lot of fat
squirrels,” she said, laughing.

for additional stories and photos, breaking news and updates,
check out wkuherald.com

BOGO

BUY ONE CLASS GET ONE FREE
Free class must be taken within 7 days of purchased class.
Look for our coupon in the Campus Special Coupon Book!

730 Fairview. C-2. Bowling Green
www.hotyogabowlinggreen.com
270.793.0011

follow us on twitter @wkuherald

heat up your life
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P is for Player

Student's hobby is all fun and games
Each Friday, the Herald brings you a proﬁle inspired by a letter of the alphabet.

By ROSS WHITAKER
diversions@chherald.com

Not many people can boast about having the title Guild Master, but Union senior
Derek Noem is among those who can.
Noem is the president, or “Guild Master,” of the Gamers' Guild on campus.
Members of the Guild meet once a week to
play pen-and-paper role playing games such
as Dungeons and Dragons, card games such
as Magic: The Gathering and sometimes
board games.
“It’s basically like hanging out with
your friends, only it’s more fun than sitting
around talking about life,” he said. “You’d
just be sitting around saying, ‘Damn, it’s
cold. We can’t play football. Well, let’s play
DnD. We’ll fight a dragon.’”
Noem attended the Air Force Academy
before transferring to WKU. He started
playing Dungeons and Dragons during his
freshman year of high school but his true
passion for gaming came later.
“The majority of my nerding up actually happened in the Air Force,” Noem said.
“Warhammer 40K, Flames of War. There’s
a couple military model table top games.
We had every type of nerd.”
Noem said that when he got to WKU, he
immediately joined the Gamers' Guild. He
plays games such as Dungeons and Dragons, Magic: The Gathering, Flames of War
and Warhammer 40000. Noem became
Guild Master after Guild elections in the
spring.
“It’s not a strict hierarchy of gamers,” he
said. “It’s just a fun social setting. If you’re
a nice person and you seem responsible,
they don’t mind you taking up the reigns.”
Along with being a Guild Master, Noem
is also a resident assistant in McCormack
Hall, vice president of College Republicans, a veteran and an Eagle Scout. He’s
known in McCormack for carrying around
Captain America’s iconic shield while doing rounds or working at the front desk.
“It keeps them entertained,” he said. “It
makes it so the building isn’t just a place
to live.”
He’s been trying to focus on recruitment
for the Gamers' Guild this semester rather

than running his own games.
“I’m trying to get up Guild membership
and letting other people start stuff so after
the older generation is gone there’s still a
bottom to the organization,” he said. “People that can actually keep it going.”
Noem said he taught six of his residents
to play Dungeons and Dragons last semester. One of them is Simpsonville junior Tate
Wilcox, who is also a member of the Guild.
Wilcox said he had been gaming since
age 7, but he had never been into pen-andpaper games until meeting Noem.
“I would be lying if I said I wasn’t enjoying it,” he said.
Another of Noem’s residents, Cincinnati
sophomore Ryan Hickey, has been joining
in on games as well.
Hickey, another Guild member, said he
prefers these types of games to video games.
“You can actually have conversations
while you’re playing,” he said. “It’s more
interaction with people. I like that aspect of
it a lot more.”
The Gamers' Guild meets on the second
floor of Downing University Center from
4:30 to 10:45 p.m. on Saturdays. Noem said
anyone interested in joining is encouraged
to show up.
“It’s terribly nerdy, but it’s probably the
most fun anybody has doing anything,”
Noem said. “Unless you go cliff jumping or
skydiving.”

Gamers' Guild President
Derek Noem's Gamer Essentials
■ 20-sided dice
■ Magic deck
■ Dice bag
■ Core rule books
■ Extra game controllers
■ Chips
■ Mountain Dew
Find out more information about the
Gamers' Guild at www.wkugamers.com.

JERRY ENGLEHART JR/HERALD

Union senior Derek Noem, the Guild Master of WKU's Gamers' Guild, sometimes wears
his Captain America shirt and pajama pants along with carrying a replica of Captain
America's shield during his shifts as a resident assistant at McCormack Hall. Noem
believes Captain America is a good, moral role model for people.

Dr. Joseph Zaydon Pre-Med Scholarship 2011

x
x
x
x
x
x

x

This Scholarship Fund will be used for scholarships awarded to qualifying
students who are enrolled as full time students at Western Kentucky University.
This award will be given exclusively to students who are entering into their
Senior year studying Pre-medicine at WKU.
The main consideration for recipients of this scholarship will be financial need.
Recipients must be able to document outstanding academic performance with a
3.8 GPA or higher on a 4.0 scale.
Applicants must fill out a scholarship application and submit a short statement
(two pages or less) that discusses your interest in medicine.
Submit application & statement via email to: Dr. Kenneth Crawford
(kenneth.crawford@wku.edu) and Dr. John Bonaguro
(john.bonaguro@wku.edu).
Applications are available online. Please visit:
http://www.wku.edu/chhs/cms/index.php/forms
For more information on this scholarship,
please contact:
kenneth.crawford@wku.edu or
john.bonaguro@wku.edu
All applications for this scholarship must be
received by March 1, 2011
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CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

And WKU nearly had the
best comeback of all to Insell’s jokes on Wednesday —
a win to break MTSU’s grasp
on the series.
But a near win isn’t a win.
And that’s all that matters to
Insell.
It’s also all that matters

RIVALRY
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

“I say a lot of things to
get the people here stirred
up, but I have more respect for Western than any
other program that we go
play because of the fans
here,” Insell said. “I know
the fans don’t like me, and
that’s why I like them —
because they don’t like me.
“I’ve got respect for
the teams. But the fans —
you’ve got to stir them up
a little bit and get in their
heads. That’s part of coaching. I’ve always done that.”
If the Lady Toppers
were chomping at the bit

TRACK
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

“I've always been by
myself,” he said. “Here
the team thing is very important, whereas back in
Europe it was only about
you.”
While she has found
great success in the

COLLEGE HEIGHTS HERALD
to WKU coach Mary Taylor
Cowles. When asked about
Insell’s poke at Education
Day, Cowles dismissed it.
Cowles knows crying
foul won’t slow down Insell
or the Lady Raiders. But you
can bet she knows taking
MTSU to the brink slowed
the skid slightly.
It’s best that all Lady Topper fans learn to shrug off the
unkind words like Cowles

has learned to do, because
Insell’s not changing.
But a few losses to his
biggest rival would make
it harder to slip those comments through.
WKU has held the upper
hand in this rivalry before.
Now it decisively belongs to
MTSU.
And that’s the first thing
that needs to change for the
Lady Toppers — not Insell.

before Wednesday’s game,
the loss at home to MTSU
may only make the fire
burn hotter.
It was WKU’s sixth
straight loss to MTSU,
something senior guard
Amy McNear said was
simply “frustrating.”
The Lady Toppers
will get at least one more
chance to avenge the loss
when they travel to Murfreesboro, Tenn., on Feb.
27 for their final game of
the regular season.
“We are big rivals, and
both teams want to beat
each other just as bad,”
McNear said. “When we
get this other chance, I
think we’re going to take

advantage of it. We’ve just
got to come out and focus with intensity and try
to pick up a win down in
Murfreesboro.”
Along with McNear, the
next trip to MTSU could
possibly be senior forward Arnika Brown’s final
shot at knocking off the
Lady Toppers’ main rival.
Brown said the last thing
she wants to do is to leave
with the Lady Raiders having the upper hand.
“We’ve been rivals for
years,” she said. “They’re
a very good ball team, and
so are we. So we’re just going to take advantage of the
next opportunity and just
try the best to get it done.”

weight throw, Igaune also
said she had never thrown
the standard competition
weight before this year.
“In Latvia we don't
throw weights,” she said.
“Just hammers all season. It's kind of close, but
there is a difference.”
Igaune and Andersons
are both planning to return
to Latvia in June after the

track season is finished
and the semester is over.
But until then, Jenkins
said he believes they will
continue to play a big role
in WKU's road to the Sun
Belt Championships.
Igaune said she and
Andersons feel the same.
"This team is the reason that we are here," she
said.

SOFTBALL

Lady Tops start season
with ﬁve-game weekend
By NICK BRATCHER
ssports@chherald.com

The WKU softball
team will start its season
in warmer weather this
weekend as it heads west
for the Gaucho Classic in
Santa Barbara, Calif.
The season heats up
quickly as the Lady Toppers play their first five
games in the three-day
tournament, starting today at 10:30 a.m. against
host UC Santa Barbara.
Head Coach Tyra Perry said the rapid start to
the season is just the nature of the sport.
“We generally start
out with tournaments,”
Perry said. “If you look at
most of the teams across
the country, they’re starting out in tournaments
as well. It’s a softball
thing.”
But not every team
across the country has
lost seven of nine starters
from last year’s squad.
The potential for a
rocky start could increase
with that many new faces
on the field, but senior
outfielder Elizabeth Ferrell said she’s not worried about any overreac-

WATCH
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

WKU hosted the Blue
Raiders on Thursday night
and heads to Murfreesboro,
Tenn., on Feb. 26 for its
regular season finale.
"There's a lot of teams
that could shift in the standings," McDonald said. "We
just want to finish strong
and compete."
The Toppers are moving
toward the tail end of what
has been a lengthy home
stand. They'll host North
Texas at 3 p.m. Saturday
and then play Florida Gulf
Coast at 7p.m. on Monday
in Diddle Arena.
The North Texas game
will air on ESPN2, and
WKU will have a reunion
of its 1970-71 Final Four
team at halftime.
The Toppers lost to
MTSU in last year's ESPN
game, and senior forward
Steffphon Pettigrew said
the team will have to be in
the right state of mind to
make a good national impression Saturday.
"That's just a mental
thing," Pettigrew said.
"You've got to be hyped. I
come ready to play. I'm not
saying I'm the only one, but
when you come to play in
front of the home crowd,
you've got to be ready."
Senior forward Sergio
Kerusch said he thinks the
Toppers have learned how
to better mentally prepare
over the past few weeks, as
several big wins have reminded them what a good
feeling a victory can be.
"Winning has never
been not fun," Kerusch
said. "When we win, it's
amazing because guys are
being unselfish. In some
of our losses, we got away
from that team concept.
We're collectively coming together on and off the
court, and it's showing on
the court."
McDonald said he just
hopes that it continues
to show for the final six
games of the regular season
and beyond.
He said every team in
the Sun Belt has plenty of
work left to do, but WKU's
coaching staff has been
preaching that the Toppers
hold their own fate in their
hands.
"If you take out the
games and take out the days
off you're going to have,
you're really coming down
to a very small amount of
days," he said. "We have to
stay focused, stay together
and understand that we can
get so much better at a lot
of things."

7

tions or breakdowns.
“We’ve been scrimmaging a lot, and maybe a team will lose, but
they’ll bounce back,”
Ferrell said. “We’ve been
really good about picking
ourselves up after something bad will happen.
When we have errors in a
game, we’re really good
about regrouping ourselves.
“ We
don’t
have a
lot
of
back-toback errors. We
don’t
h a v e PERRY
a
big
snowball effect.”
Perry said she’s also
driving the team to stay
poised
and
focused
through any difficulties.
She set two goals for
this weekend to help the
team cope with any disappointments.
“I’m hoping to see
two things — a positive
attitude and maximum
effort,” she said. “Those
are the only two things
we can control anyway.”
Sophomore
pitcher

Mallorie Sulaski, selected to the Preseason
All-Sun Belt Conference
Team this week, said she
believes this weekend
will test the team.
“It’s going to be good
for us to see where we
are and what things we
need to touch up on,” she
said. “But I think we’re
going to show up strong
and see what our team is
all about.”
The Lady Toppers
will play two games each
against UC Santa Barbara and Seattle this weekend before rounding out
the tournament against
Wichita State at 11 a.m.
Sunday.
Sulaski said the team
won’t be shaken even if it
does sustain some losses
in the learning process.
“There aren’t many
dangers,”
she
said.
“We’re pretty confident
and I mean, we’re going to have a few losses
because we have a pretty
long season. I think we’re
prepared, and we’re not
going to freak out if we
get a loss or anything,
but we are ready to go
out there and win five
games.”
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Across from Engineering
Building
nice clean 2 br. apartment nicely
furnished all utilities paid
$675/mo. lease/deposit required
no pets
392-6206

1 Block from WKU
nice 2 and 3 br. apartments
1328 Adams Street
$420-$520/mo
Lease and deposit required
no pets
846-2397

4 br. apartment adjacent to
WKU campus
call David Sims
at Crye-Leike
270-796-0002

Note to Readers: The College Heights
Herald screens ads for misleading or false
claims but cannot guarantee any ad or
claim. Please use caution when answering
ads, especially when asked to send money
or provide credit card information The
College Heights Herald is not responsible

HELP WANTED
MAKE YOUR
SUMMER JOB AN EXPERIENCE!!!
If you are

Studio Series • Spring 2011

February 14 & 15, 2011
Facing East / by Carolynn Pearson
In this tale of unconditional love, a Mormon family comes to terms with the loss of
their gay son. Recommended for mature audiences.

The Person I Once Was / by Cindy Lou Johnson
Two sisters test the ties that bind them when a mysterious new man in town threatens their routines. A triumphant story of love.

Lab Theatre, Gordon Wilson Hall

Understanding
Personable
Well-rounded
Achiever
Resourceful
Dependable

Bright
Outgoing
Uniﬁer
Nurturer
Diligent

And Love to Work with High School Students

Monday & Tuesday at 8:00pm / Admission $5
Directors: Joseph Sturgill (Facing East)
& Jay Thomas (The Person I Once Was)

March 21 & 22, 2011

March 28 & 29, 2011

End Game

The Spitfire Grill

by Samuel Beckett

by James Valcq & Fred Alley

Circles, they never end. Explore the idea
that within our existence all beginnings
and endings are intertwined.

Apply at www.wku.edu/upwardbound to be a
Tutor Counselor with Upward Bound.
Priority deadline is March 11, 2011.

A girl running from her past. A town with
no future. A chance to save them both. A
musical story of hope and forgiveness.

Lab Theatre, Gordon Wilson Hall

Lab Theatre, Gordon Wilson Hall

Monday & Tuesday at 8:00pm / Admission $5

Monday & Tuesday at 8:00pm / Admission $5

Director: Jamie Lopez

WE WANT YOU!!

Director: Stephen Tabor

Seating is NOT reserved. Doors open 30 minutes before the beginning of each show. If you are bringing a
group of 15 or more persons, please call ahead.
For more information, please contact the WKU Department of Theatre & Dance
at (270) 745-5845 or theatreanddance@wku.edu.
Visit our website at www.wku.edu/theatre&dance.

Russellville, KY transportation company is currently seeking students/
graduates for intern/ or fulltime positions in logistics. Person must have
excellent organizational and communication skills, customer service
oriented, analytical and problem solving skills necessary.
Apply to: wtitransportapps@yahoo.com

WKUHERALD.COM

vs.

Men's basketball live blog
3 p.m. Saturday

WKUHERALD.COM
02.11.11

COLLEGE HEIGHTS HERALD • Vol. 86, No. 33 • WESTERN KENTUCKY UNIVERSITY

TRACK

COLUMN

Wins best
way to ﬁght
Insell's words

JOSH MAUSER/HERALD

Senior jumper Toms Andersons and senior thrower Laura Igaune, are both grad students who came from Latvia to run track
for WKU. Andersons' main event is the high jump and Igaune's is the weight throw.

Immediate impact
Latvian transfers bring experience from overseas
By LUCAS AULBACH
sports@chherald.com

Laura Igaune and Toms Andersons
may have been in America only since
last September, but that’s all right.
They’re used to new places.
The two standout members of
WKU’s track and field teams had already been across Europe and other
parts of the world before this year as a
part of the Latvian national track and
field teams.
Andersons, who has posted season-best distances in several jumping
categories for WKU, and Igaune, who
Head Coach Erik Jenkins said is one
of the top-three performers in the Sun
Belt Conference weight throw, are
both natives of Latvia in northeastern
Europe.
Both are enrolled at WKU this year
as graduate students and are finishing
their last season of athletic eligibility.
They became a part of the team after being recruited by Jenkins. Soph-

omore hurdler Karlis Daube, a Latvian native who came to WKU during
his freshman year, also played a big
part in convincing the two to come.
Daube said he was able to help
get Iguane and Andersons involved
through his relationship with other
coaches and athletes.
“I knew coach Jenkins, the head
coach, and he knew another guy, and
another guy knew that guy,” Daube
said, laughing. “It was a big chain.”
Jenkins was very positive about
what the two athletes bring to the
table for WKU this year.
“Both of them bring a different approach to the team,” he said. “Laura
is very competitive, and Toms is a
hard worker who we hope can really
make a difference soon.”
Despite their experiences overseas, Andersons and Igaune definitely
fit the definition of “student-athletes.”
When asked what other activities they
participate in on campus, the first
word both said was “studying.”

“Sometimes some parties too, but
that’s only after season,” Andersons
said.
Andersons said the Latvian team
performed in many European countries as well as other places across
the world, including Thailand and
Egypt.
Despite their similar experiences
and upbringing in the city of Riga,
Latvia, Andersons said he and Igaune
didn’t know each other before this
year.
Their experiences on other teams
prepared them for competition in
America and have led to some top
performances this year. However,
that’s not to say they haven’t encountered anything new while in the country.
Andersons said most of his experience in Europe was individual, and
competition in America is much more
team-based.
SEE TRACK, PAGE 7

You’d be hard-pressed to find a coach in the Sun Belt
Conference more fiery than Rick Insell.
The man who’s taken Middle Tennessee women’s
hoops to four NCAA tournament appearances in fiveplus seasons accompanies a lot of winning with a lot
of talking.
And it usually makes for some really great sound
bytes.
As it does every year, Insell’s ribbing turned toward
the Lady Toppers this week as MTSU visited Diddle
Arena Wednesday night.
Insell fired the first shot early, commenting on the radio after a home win last weekend that the Lady Raiders
had a “great paying crowd unlike a conference school
up north.”
The dig was a reference to WKU’s “Education Day”
game last week, when more than 6,000 elementary
school students attended a Lady Topper game for free.
But WKU almost made
Insell swallow his words in
front of 462 fans Wednesday.
Almost.
The typically large crowd
the rivalry draws was stymied by the snow in Bowling
Green, but those in attendance
watched the Lady Toppers
claim a three-point lead at halftime before falling 72-66.
ZACH GREENWELL
The win was MTSU’s 20th Press Row Perspective
of the season and sixth straight sports@chherald.com
over WKU — even more reason for Insell to feel comfortable twisting the knife in the Lady Toppers’ side a little
more.
But after the game, he made it clear that there’s respect for WKU below his jabs.
“I say a lot of things to get the people up here stirred
up, but I have more respect for Western than any other
program that we go play because of the fans here,” Insell said. “I know the fans don’t like me, and that’s why
I like them — because they don’t like me.”
Insell’s comment about Education Day wasn’t the
first time he’s tried to get under the skin of WKU fans,
and it certainly won’t be the last.
He’s claimed numerous times — including this
week — that he won’t allow the Lady Raiders to spend
money in Kentucky on the trip to WKU. He may have
said it best on Wednesday when he declared with a
smile, “I don’t like red.”
“I had a red Corvette, and I burnt it,” Insell joked.
“Got me a blue one.”
Insell said he likes to “get in the heads” of WKU fans
because he knows it eats away at them. The stronghold
he’s held on the rivalry during his time at MTSU only
makes the sting worse for the Lady Topper faithful.
But Insell won’t be stopping anytime soon. And honestly, it’s questionable whether or not it’s better if he does.
The heat he generates between the two teams, even
if lacking taste at times, is rare in women’s basketball. It
brings some hype to the games, some emotional investment for all involved.
SEE WORDS, PAGE 7

MEN'S BASKETBALL

WOMEN'S BASKETBALL

Tops keeping Rivalry with MTSU adds extra heat
watch on Sun
Belt standings
By COLE CLAYBOURN
sports@chherald.com

By ZACH GREENWELL
sports@chherald.com

It's becoming that time
of year when teams start
to do some scoreboard
watching.
WKU is no different.
The Toppers find themselves in third place in
the Sun Belt Conference's
East division, a long fall
from the first-place finish
the league projected in the
preseason.
But Head Coach Ken
McDonald said they're not
concerned with what was
expected to happen, and
are instead focusing on
what they can control.
"There's a lot of ramifications of the next two
weeks, with how we play

and whether we're able to
put some wins in that win
column, to how we finish
the season up and what
that means for the Sun
Belt Conference Tournament coming up," McDonald said. "The guys
are excited."
Florida Atlantic has a
tight grasp on the top spot
in the East division, standing at 10-1 in the league
heading into a Thursday's
game at Denver.
But the Toppers are still
in striking distance of second-ranked Middle Tennessee and the first-round
bye in the Sun Belt tournament that comes with the
No. 2 seed.
SEE WATCH, PAGE 7

Rivalries don’t usually need help to
make the fire burn.
But even so, Middle Tennessee
Head Coach Rick Insell poured a little
gas on the fire of the rivalry between
the Lady Toppers and MTSU this past
weekend.
Insell took jabs at WKU for giving
out more than 6,000 free tickets to area
elementary students on “Spread the Red
Education Day” after MTSU’s game
against South Alabama on Saturday,
saying the Lady Raiders had a “nice
paying crowd, unlike a conference
school up north.”
With the added fuel came even more
heat for Wednesday’s game between the
Lady Raiders and WKU.
Whether it was Insell’s comments or
the rivalry itself, the Lady Toppers said
there was added emotion to the game.
“I want to beat them,” junior forward
Teranie Thomas told reporters on Tuesday. “This game gets me excited because you don’t want to lose to MTSU.”
The game itself lived up to its rivalry
billing, remaining close for most of the
game before MTSU escaped Diddle

ELIZABETH FRANTZ/HERALD

Senior guard Amy McNear makes a jump shot during Wednesday night's sparsely
attended game against Middle Tennessee. WKU lost the game, 72-66

Arena with a 72-66 win.
Despite the snowy conditions outside, 462 fans still showed up to the
game and made it sound like even more
were in attendance. The small crowd included a strong showing from WKU’s
student body and MTSU’s traveling fan
base.
There were plenty of boos launched

toward referees after contested calls
and of course, several jabs shouted at
Insell.
But aside from all the banter, Insell
said it’s nothing but a good rivalry between two tradition-rich basketball programs.
SEE RIVALRY, PAGE 7
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